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Mysteries with a Downton Abbey Flavor
A country-house mystery reading list - Mystery Books Podcast

If you love upstairs-downstairs manners, spectacular estates, and a body in the library, these mysteries deliver the
Downton atmosphere with a proper puzzle attached. Start anywhere. Each book fitle includes a summary so you can

match the mood you want.

Sara Rosett — 1920s country houses

Murder at Archly Manor — Sara Rosett
The High Socieer Lody Detective series begins here: a 1923 house party, a penni|ess aristocrat-turned-sleuth, and the

classic coun’rry—house guest list gone wrong.

Murder in Black Tie — Sara Rosett

Black-tie weekend at Parkview Hall If's a posh house—porer with suspects that are a little too close to home for
Olive.

Murder on a Midnight Clear — Sara Rosett

A snowbound |oo|ge, an old-fashioned Eng|ish Chriermos, and missing butler. This book is a festive Downton ho|io|oy
episode—but with murder.

Death in a Stately Home — Sara Rosett
From the Murder on Location series: a modem—doy visit to a house to die for,with a locked-room puzz|e. |nspireo| in

part by research at Chatsworth House in Derbyshire.

Upstairs sleuths & house parties

Her Royal Spyness — Rhys Bowen
W hat do you get when you cross a 1930s minor royo|, a droﬂ'y Fomi|y pi|e, and murder? The opening book of a |ong—

running beloved series.

Murder Most Malicious — Alyssa Maxwell
It's 1918, and a |o1dy and her |oo|y's maid work in fandem fo solve a mysfery in the postwar WWI setting, which delves into
the chonges downstairs and upstairs.

Death of a Dishonorable Gentleman - Tessa Arlen
An Edwardian estate, a midsummer party, and a death that o|es+roys the de order of a cou ntry weekend.

Murder at the Brightwell — Ashley Weaver

Amory Ames, a 1930s British |oo|y, visits a seaside resort where she must solve a murder . . . and possi|o|y po’rch Jrhings up
with her feckless husband. AHhough it's set at a hotel rather than an ancestral pi|e, it has the classic country house elements
of cock+oi|s, g|omour, and suspicion.
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Downstairs detectives

Death Below Stairs — Jennifer Ashley

Meet a cook in a great house who notices every’rhing the drowing room misses: kitchen po|i’rics, staff hierorchy, and

a murder the Fomi|y would rather keep quiet.

A Quiet Life in the Country — T.E. Kinsey

Lady Hardcastle and her former-lady’s-maid companion settle into village-and-estate England with wit and a light
touch.

Murder at Mallowan Hall — Colleen Cambridge
Housekeeper Phyllida Bright keeps Agatha Christie’s (fictional) household running and solves the crime when a
house party produces a body.

Golden Age country houses

The Mysterious Affair at Styles — Agatha Christie

The |o|<:1ce to start if you want the origino| flavor: a cou ntry house, a limited circle of suspects, and Poirof’s first
case.

Envious Casca — Georgette Heyer

Christmas ot a country house with fomi|y secrets, snow, and a s’robbing.

Clouds of Witness — Dorothy L. Sayers
Lord Peter \)\/imsey's own brother is accused. It's a scandal af the shooﬂng |oc|ge on the Duke's estate.

Modern books with the same atmosphere
The Three Dahlias — Katy Watson

A Golden Age author's country house hosts a fan weekend. Three actresses who p|oyed the same sleuth team up
fo solve a mystery.

This Is Not a Game — Kelly Mullen

The contemporary setfting on Mackinac Island is a classic Weekend-porer locale with a storm brewing and a closed
circle of guests.

Unnatural Ends — Christopher Huang
An Eng|is|’1 estate that is, as the first line has it, the world. It's a story about Fomi|y, inheritance, and a house that

runs on O|d ru|es.

Where to start
New to country-house mysteries = The Mysterious Affair at Styles
Want a 1920s house-party mystery = Murder in Black Tie or Murder at Archly Manor
Here for downstairs life = Death Below Stairs or Murder at Mallowan Hall
Prefer a living author with Downton texture = Her Royal Spyness or Murder Most Malicious
Want the trope in a modern setting = The Three Dahlias or This Is Not a Game
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